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of capital would be necessary, Government might fairly
expect a dear profit of ten to twenty per cent., while the
dense agricultural population in the bordering districts
would make excellent colonists, well-skilled in agriculture
by irrigation.
At first the land was given away to suitable colonists,
on the sole condition that it should not be sold, or mort-
gaged, and thus fall into the hands of the non-agricultural
money-lending class.
The colonists were carefully chosen, the villages were
well planned, and the water charges and land taxes were
very reasonable. Government not only made and super-
vised the canals and placed in charge of them expert
irrigation engineers, but also planned the necessary railways
and public roads for getting the produce to market.
From the first the scheme proved to be a great success,
far exceeding the most sanguine expectations of its
originators, Ultimately Government modified its policy,
and decided to sell the newly irrigable land by auction
to the highest bidder, withdrawing at the same time the
restrictions on sale and mortgage. A very large additional
revenue was thus secured.
The Salvation Army had long been promised a grant of
land for the purpose of settling its converts. These
promises did not materialize, and we did not ourselves
press very strongly for their fulfilment, as we had some
knowledge of the difficulties involved in such schemes.
However, as we gained experience we gained confidence,
and in 1915 we applied for a grant of land.
We were informed by Government that, if we wanted
land, we would have to buy it at the ordinary market price.
Through the kind offices of Sir Michael Fenton, the
Financial Commissioner, a plan was finally agreed upon
that Government should sell us a tract .^>f 2,000 acres at
the market rate, but that we should be allowed thirty years
in which to make our payments.
The plan followed by us was to allow our future
Salvationist colonists an opportunity of seeing and choosing
the tract. They were skilled agriculturists and well
acquainted with the irrigation system. Some of the best
ot them were chosen to visit the land which Government